
1 

 

 

NEWSLETNEWSLET   

  

The Official Communication Tool of the Minnesota Women of Today  October 2011  

www.mnwt.org  

Volume 52, Issue 1  

Did you know that we are all in a 

position to impact every person we 

come in contact with?    

Making an impact on someone or 

something is what Women of Today 

is about. We have been making that 

impact for over 60 years. 

We know we are making an impact 

on our communities when we see 

smiles on the children during a 

community event we are running, 

the smiles of the elderly when we 

visit them, when we see someone 

walking in the park and sit down on 

a bench that was donated or when the sides of the road or the 

parks are clean. These are just a few of the projects that you, as 

a chapter, impact your community with.  

Another way Women of Today impacts lives is by training 

members to be leaders. We are a leadership training 

organization. Our mission statement reads:  

òTo help women improve their own lives and the lives of the 

people in the communities around them.  This organization shall 

be a place in which young women are actively encouraged to 

become involved and hold positions of leadership. The 

organization shall provide opportunities for all members:  

     1.To contribute to their communities by raising funds for                 

worthy causes and by providing services or education to benefit 

community members. 

     2.To develop and to foster skills and talents related to 

becoming successful individuals, interacting well with other 

people, and becoming capable leaders. 

     3.To develop friendships and to find personal support within 

the organization.ó 

We teach our members how to run a meeting, using Roberts 

Rules of Order, how to chair a project, how to be a committee 

member and work together as a chapter and be successful. We 

also give our members the opportunity, as they are on their 

path, to build on their writing and speaking skills, assisting them 

as they become successful leaders. Another aspect of leadership 

training is that it is done in a safe environment. The goal is not 

only to train members to be leaders of this organization, but to 

take these skills outside of Women of Today to further their 

professional career. 

We all have the option to attend many types of events Women 

of Today offers, either at the local, district, state or national 

level. It is our decision to determine our level of participation 

on all levels of this organization. The more you put into 

something, the more you benefit. Friendships that we have 

formed throughout the years of our membership, will last a 

lifetime, no matter what level of Women of Today you 

participate in. Itõs amazing to be able to say I have friends 

throughout the state and country that I can count on if I need 

to.  

One of the biggest ways we can impact someoneõs life is by 

asking them to join Women of Today, giving them the 

opportunity to experience the gift that we have all been given. 

How many times have you been to an event and had guests 

attend? Did you ask them to join  Women of Today, offering 

the benefits you, as a member, have been blessed with?  If you 

have taken advantage of everything Women of Today has 

offered, the list is longer that the things I have mentioned in this 

article.   

I challenge you to make an impact - on your community, on 

someoneõs life or even in your own. Take the opportunity to 

experience everything Women of Today has to offer. I know 

you will not be disappointed!  

When the story of these times gets written, we want it to say 

that we did all we could, and it was more than anyone could 

have imagined.  

-- Bono 

Cindy Sanders, President 

Minnesota Women of Today  

2011-2012 

Minnesota Women of Today Have Been Making an Impact 

Cindy Sanders 

State President 
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INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

Details for NEWSLET Contest in this Issue  

     First look inside this issue of NEWSLET to find a hidden sunshine, and let me know 

which page and article you found the sunshine in. 

     Second come up with a fun caption for the photo found on page 6 and send me your 

ideas.  A panel of judges will decide on the best caption.  The best caption will be 

awarded a prize at Winter State convention. 

     If you wish to enter either contest please contact NEWSLET SPMñBarb Swalinkavich 

at NEWSLET@mnwt.org or mail 2307 Lakeaires Blvd., White Bear Lake, MN 55110 with 

your answer along with a comment or feedback about the NEWSLET.   Answers are due 

by December 10, 2011.  The sunshine contest participants will be entered into a drawing 

for a prize to be awarded at Winter State Convention.  

Cash for GOLD at Winter State  

See Page 2 for more details 

Speakers Wanted for Area Meetings 2012 

Submitted by Anne Johnson, Chairman of the Board 

      Area Meeting dates have been set for March 31, 2012 (Area 1-Districts 1, 2, 4),  

March 30, 2012 (Area 2-Districts 6, 7, 12), April 13, 2012 (Area 3-Districts 8, 9, 10), and 

April 14, 2012 (Area 4-Districts 13, 14, 15, 16).  Mark your calendars - it's not too early for 

your chapter to plan their road trip to  this great one-half day event full of networking, 

training, and fun.  More details about these meetings, including locations, will be avail-

able at Winter State.  Member education on Women of Today,  and new this year, guest 

speakers on a variety of subjects of interest to women, will be featured. Please contact 

Anne Johnson at cob@mnwt.org with suggestions for speakers from your area who are 

interested in donating their time in exchange for their promotion.    

Good to Go  Fundraising  

   Submitted By Vicki Rockwell, Treasurer 

      Do you like to shop but prefer to do it from the 

comfort of your own home?  The Finance Committee has 

launched a fundraising campaign with Good To Go  

Fundraising.  There are over 1,000 items and Minnesota 

Women of Today earns 50%-75% of the sales, depending 

on the item.  Check out their website at gtgfr.com.  Once there go to 

òenter your gtg code hereó and enter 267MNWT and hit go.  Then all 

you have to do is shop, shop, shop.  This promotion will run until April 

2012, so be sure to stop back for those hard to find holiday gifts. 

     The next Finance Committee meeting will be on Saturday, January 7,, 

2012 in Coon Rapids, and will begin at 10:00 AM; a potluck lunch will be 

served.  All general members are welcome to attend the meeting as a 

guest; remember SUCCESS points are available for visiting a state study 

committee meeting.  Contact me for specific location. 

     If you are considering serving the state organization as Ways & Means 

SPM or State Treasurer, serving on the Finance Committee for at least one 

year is a requirement.  Plan ahead, and join today! 

 

 
 

 

Do something special in December,  Membership  

Emphasis Month! For every new member signed up in 

December, your chapterõs name will go into a drawing 

for $25 from USWT!     

See page 4 Shake, Rattle and Roll for further details. 
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(Publication No. 388 -860, ISSN No. 0279-1900) is the 

official publication of the Minnesota Women of today.  It 

is published four times a year (October, February, April and 

July) at Minnesota Women of Today Chapter Service 

Center, PO Box 44242, Eden Prairie, MN  55344.  

Subscriptions are $5.00 per year as part of memberõs dues.  

Periodical postage is paid at Anoka, MN and additional 

mailing offices. 

 

POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to Barb Swalinkavich,  

2307 Lakeaires Blvd. White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

 or newslet@mnwt.org.  

 

DEADLINE for the February 2011 issue is January 2, 2011.  

Articles can be submitted to Barb Swalinkavich,  

2307 Lakeaires Blvd. White Bear Lake, MN 55110    

or newslet@mnwt.org  
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Cash for GOLD at Winter State 

Submitted by Dana Hoenigschmidt, Ways & Means SPM 

     Do you have a jewelry box full of old, unwanted or 

broken jewelry?  Now is your chance to make a little 

money and clean out your jewelry box.  Bring your gold 

in for cash, you will receive top dollar and in turn JME will donate 15% to 

the MNWT Ways and Means.  Ways and Means SPM Dana is hosting a Cash 

for Gold event on behalf of the Minnesota Women of Today at Winter State  

Convention.   Join Dana in her second floor Suite where we will have             

  refreshments to share and cash to pay out!  Watch the   

  convention schedule for times and room number. 

  JME, Inc., 677 Winnetka Ave. N. * Town Square, 

  ensures everyone is paid the highest price for broken,                     

  unused or outdated jewelry (class rings ð your kids  

  donõt want ôem!), tabletop, flatware or decorative  

  items. Please feel free to drop in no matter how much or     

  little gold, silver or platinum you might be interested in 

òcashing in.ó      

      Friends, family, neighbors and co-workers are welcome.  If someone canõt 

make it, bring their items for them so they can still make some  

mad-money.   I cashed in some old jewelry at my chapterõs Cash for Gold 

event and received more than $600.  I really didnõt have much, but it sure 

paid off to cash it in!  

Wanted Outstanding Young Adults 

Submitted by Mary Bartlett, Youth of Today SPM 

     I enjoyed visiting with those of you who stopped by my table at the Project 

Fair at Fall State.  It was a good time! 

     Do you know an Outstanding Young Adult between ninth and twelfth grade 

who shows excellence in leadership abilities and are involved in their  

community?  This young adult can be a nominee for the Outstanding Young 

Adult Scholarship.  You still have time to turn in those nominations.  The due 

date is November 1, 2011. 

     This yearõs fund raiser for OYA is the MN Gopher Womenõs Hockey Game 

on Saturday, January 7, 2012. I am taking orders for tickets now through  

December 1, 2011.   A copy of order form is below.  Hope you can be there 

because we will have fun!           

Looking for Women Who Make an Impact  

Submitted by Brenda Nommensen, Living & Learning SPM 

     The Women Who Impact Award is given annually by the Women of Today at the 

Winter State Convention.  The purpose is to recognize women who show excellence 

in leadership abilities, are involved in their local community, and possess the ability to 

initiate ideas and innovations for new and existing projects or programs.  A Women 

Who Impact Award nominee can be nominated in one of three categories: Non-profit 

(community service, volunteer, spiritual), Youth Outreach (special education, mentor-

ing, 4-H, scouting, working with youth under age 18) or Women Advocacy (women's 

shelters, business, government, adult education, healthcare). Chapters can submit one 

entry per category each year. Individuals are judged on their involvement and  

contributions to others and the community as listed in the entries.  

Steps to take:  

     1. Select your local nominee. 

     2 Publicize your nominee and the Women Who Impact Award program.  

     3. Prepare your entry. 

     4. Submit your entry. 

     5. Be certain a budget is prepared and approved by your chapter/district 

     6. Individual, chapter or districts submit local nominees for judging on the state  

         level. 

For more information, please review the Women Who Impact Award manual.  

Nominations are due postmarked by November 1, 2011 and send to:  

Brenda Nommensen, 109 5th Avenue North, St. James, MN   56081 

Recognize Outstanding Achievement - PDC 

Submitted by Leslie Goble, Community Connections SPM 

    Thank you so much for those individuals, chapters, and districts that collected items 

for the Second Harvest Heartland Birthday Bags.  It was a huge success with over 200 

bags donated to allow to over 200 children have a happier birthday.  We can be 

proud of ourselves.   

    The next collection for Second Harvest will be held at Winter State Convention.  

Please bring to Winter State the following items:  feminine hygiene products, toilet 

paper, deodorant, toothpaste, diapers, shampoo, and soap.  It would be much  

appreciated! 

     The Outstanding Person with Developmental Challenges Award is an award  

recognizing those with developmental challenges who have special talents and accom-

plishments.  Do you have a special person in your community?  Iõm sure you do!   

Would they be thrilled with a nomination in this area?  Nominating someone is also a 

very rewarding experience.  Nominations are due November 1, 2011.  Go to the 

MNWT website at www.mnwt.org and look under the Book of Forms.  Thank you in 

advance!  Help your community òGrow with Community Connectionsó! 

            Submitted by Kandy Dorlack,  Can Do Canines SPM 

    Can do Canines will be collecting items needed for the dogs and puppies at Winter State convention.  See page 8 

for òWish Listó items.  Second trimester promotion is "Name a Puppy".   We would like to raise $2,500 so that  

President Cindy can name a puppy.  Here are some fundraising ideas : bake sale, craft show, car wash, charge for 

dog walks and a garage sale.  Your support of the Can Do Canine programming area is greatly appreciated! 

Did you Celebrate Women of Today Week? 

Can Do Canines Collecting Items at Winter Convention 

Submitted by Sue Ellen Toppings,  PR SPM  

      Did your chapter have a fantastic Women of Today Week?  Let me know by  

filling out USWT's "Shout Out with Pride" form!  This form is on my webpage and in 

my Fall State CIP.  Please keep  

promoting our Facebook page 

(named "MN Women of Today")!   

Ask your friends, family, and  

co-workers to "Like" our fan page 

to help us reach 750 fans!  Good 

News: MNWT has reached Second 

Trimester's "Let's Tweet" Challenge 

goal of gaining over 1,000  

followers!  If you tweet, let your 

followers know about 

"MNWomenOfToday" too!  Join 

me at Winter State's PR Forum ~ a 

panel discussion with representa-

tives from newspapers and  

magazines to answer your  

questions about how to get beyond 

event listings in your local  

newspaper and magazine, as well 

as make better use of online media 

sources!  And please keep sending 

pictures of your chapters' activities 

for the PR Scrapbook!   

Keep up the great PR work!   

"Once Upon a Future" MNWT  

will be a household name! 
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CHAPTERS IN THE NEWS  

Burnsville WT to host Fourth Annual  

Spa Ahh... 

     Burnsville Women of Today will be hosting their fourth Annual Spa Ahh event,  

Saturday, October 29, 2011 from 9:00 a.m. ð 1:00 p.m. at the Crystal Lake Golf 

Course in Lakeville.  The event will benefit the Minnesota Stroke Association.  The 

cost is $30.00 which includes two mini spa services and brunch.  There will also be a 

silent auction and raffle.  Tickets must be purchased in advance and can be purchased 

at www.burnsvillewomenoftoday.com.   Come relax with a massage, pedicure, or 

facial. 

District 9 Gives a Hoot! 

Submitted by Katie Froula - White Bear Lake, District 9 NEWSLET DPM 

     Members from District 9 volunteered at the Special Olympics Fall Games this 

August. The t-shirt all the volunteers wore said "I give a hoot!  I volunteer with 

Special Olympics."  We helped with set-up, games, and judged bocce ball.  This 

was a fun and easy opportunity to get the Women of Today name into the Special 

Olympic community because many parents and coaches ask volunteers how they 

got involved as a volunteer.  I had a conversation with a dad from Shakopee and 

he wanted more information about the group.   This is his response after receiving 

the information I emailed him.  "Katie, Thank you for the information, and more 

specifically, for your unselfish willingness to serve with such a pleasant attitude. 

You're an [exemplary] example to the organization.  In looking at our Scott 

County newsletter this past week, I did notice a picture of the "Women of Today" 

chapter from Savage....what an awesome organization....keep up the great work  

ladies.  Arvid"  

     I know that through our conversations during this event, our organization will  

continue to grow and be noticed throughout Minnesota.   Thanks for "giving a 

hoot" ladies and making an amazing impact in the community! 

     Special Olympics offers a variety of activities throughout the year for athletes 

and they are always looking for volunteers.  Contact Emily at 

Emily.Halbur@somn.org or visit www.specialolympicsminnesota.org for more  

information on upcoming activities for your chapter or district to participate in.    

EPWT Wear Lots of Hats during WT Week 

 Submitted by Gail Weeks, Eden Prairie Women of Today 

     EPWT follow the passions of our diverse membership and wore many different 

òhatsó, so during this yearõs WT Week we planned a full week of òHats Onó 

events!  The plan included adopt-a-highway and lunch on Saturday wearing our 

òWORK HATSó, then we hung up our òHATSó and rested on Sunday for the  

coming week of non -stop activities.   

     Monday we wore our òSAFETY HATSó as we took a lap around the lake  

followed by a Womenõs Self-Defense class.   

     Tuesday we wore our òI RULE HATSó while we enjoyed wine and cheese and 

learned about the new certification programs.   

     Wednesday we put on our òSOCIAL AWARENESS HATSó and hosted a speaker 

on domestic violence.   

     Thursday we put on our òFREE DINNER HATSó and enjoyed a great meal  

together before our chapter meeting during which we held our òFlair for Teachersó 

supplies collection.   

     Friday we wore our òPARTY HATSó to the Unbirthday Party where we collected 

birthday party supplies for the local shelter, and Saturday we wore our òI NEED A 

COOKIE HATSó while we hosted our third annual blood drive.   

     We wrapped up the week in our òBASEBALL HATSó as we celebrated MNWTõs 

Day at the Diamond.  Yes ð our week started just a little earlier than everyone elseõs 

to meet local needs, but it certainly had a HAT-FILLED week of fun! 

Blooming Prairie is Buzzing with Activities 

Submitted by Lynn Borchert, Acting President/SD/Secretary/NEWSLET/ & CC LPM 

Hello Fellow Women of Todayõers! 

     I trust that everyoneõs first trimester has gone splendidly!  In Blooming Prairie 

we are buzzing with activities: a few of us went to our District 15 Meeting in 

Glenville in June ð it was very nice to meet other people in our area;  BINGO on 

July 3rd and 4th; beer concessions at the August Steele County Free Fair Grand 

Stand; MYSTICAL MONDAY ON 8/29 ð YAY TORNADO BALL.    

     Coming up we have Adopt A Hwy in September and food concessions at  

Valley Fair in October.  And, of course, there are always the ever-popular 

monthly meetings. 

     I am excited that I was able to attend Fall State this year!  It is such fun  

learning what other chapters do.  We are a small chapter and we love getting 

new, fresh ideas!  I look forward to meeting many of you as our journeys  

continue with the Women of Today!  

Hibbing Chapter Helps Build Local Home 

Submitted by Ronda Wagner 

     On July 23, 2011 at 8am the Hibbing Women of Today met at the  field next 

to the Open Door Church in Hibbing, Minnesota.  They spent the next four hours  

participating in a womenõs framing party, sponsored by Loweõs.    Although the 

framing was mostly done on the outside, they were able to frame in windows, 

put up walls and frame around the ceilings.     

     The house is for four people, two sisters and their two children.  This is their 

first house ever!  The property was previously owned by a Marine veteran.  The 

sisters were so excited when they realized it had an apple tree growing in the 

back yard.  The house is a three bedroom with a full bath and a partial bath, 

kitchen and living room.  The family got to choose the cosmetics of the house.  It 

was a rainy Saturday, but it did not stop us from having fun. 

District 4 Summer Picnic a Great Success! 

Submitted by Ronda Wagner 

     District 4 held a family and friends picnic on the afternoon of August 16, 2011. 

We met at Blandin Beach in Grand Rapids, MN.   The event was hosted by our 

District Director -Tari Sieler. 

     It was a great day for a picnic at the beach.  Many members and guests        

attended this event.  We had participation from Duluth, Hibbing, and Aitkin 

chapters.  There were fun games and prizes were awarded to the winners.       

Children and adults alike participated in swimming, eating, and the games.  There  

was a potluck and we had many delicious dishes to share.  There was plenty of 

laughter and many new friendships were made. 

Seeking Bids for Buckets of Sunshine 

Project for 2012-2013 

Submitted by Stacy Pearson, Marketing Committee Chair 

     Each year MNWT partners with one non-profit organization for the  

Statewide Buckets of Sunshine project.  One (or more) member chairs the  

project to promote the project via CIPs and the Project Fair as well as  

coordinating with the Marketing Committee chair.  If you are interested in  

promoting a non -profit organization or are interested in becoming a leader in 

our organization, please contact Stacy Pearson at marketing@mnwt.org with 

your questions.  A bid form must be submitted.  Organization needs to make a 

presentation to the Marketing Committee on March 24, 2012.  If you are inter-

ested in becoming the chair or need help finding an organization, please also  

contact Stacy for suggestions. 

 Bid Form: http://mnwt.org/pdfs/committees/mktg_statewideproject -bid.pdf  
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PRESIDENTIAL MEDALLION & AWARD RECIPIENTS 

Pam Peterson 

(Monticello)    

Wendy Baker  

(Fridley) 

Vicki Woidyla 

(Holdingford)    

STATE  

DELEGATE  

MEDALLIONS 

Sharon Erickson (Champlin),  

Cindy Madsen (Elk River) 

Erin Carney (Maple Grove) ,  

Sue Lemke (Avon), Marie Weinand (Rice)      

CHAPTER PRESIDENTS MEDALLIONS 

Dana Hoenigschmidt (Ways & Means) 

Barb Berndtson (WW) 

Sue Ellen Toppings (PR) 

STATE PROGRAM MANAGER MEDALLIONS 

Pam Przybilla, (CMVP), Wendy Lindberg (MVP), 

Nicky Anderson (AVP),  Beth Pearson (Secretary), 

and  Heidi Westerlund (EVP) 

STATE STAFF MEDALLIONS 

SUCCESS ~ TOP TEN CHAPTERS  

SUCCESS ~ FIRST TRIMESTER 

(in order)  
 

Eden Prairie 

Monticello  

St. Michael/Albertville (STMA) 

Maple Grove 

Champlin 

Fridley  

Anoka 

Avon 

New Hope  

Morris Area 

Burnsville 

White Bear Lake 

Byron 

New Ulm  

Savage Area 

Aitkin  

Brainerd Lakes Area 

Holdingford  

Brooklyn Park 

St. James 

St. Francis Area 

Eagan 

Blooming Prairie 

Melrose Area 

Foley 

 

POP DIVISION WINNERS 

Division 1 - Holdingford  

Division 2 - Blooming Prairie 

Division 3 - Avon  

Division 4 - Morris Area 

Division 5 - Monticello  

Division 6 - Eden Prairie 

Melissa Bueckers 

(DD6) 

Lisa Hahn (DD7)  

and 

Kathy Hansen 

(DD12) 

DISTRICT  

DIRECTOR  

MEDALLIONS 

PRESIDENTIAL PIN RECIPIENTS 

FALL STATE  

Dolores Varichak Fridley 

Laurie Daniels STMA 

Katie Kolles Holdingford  

Lisa Shykes Elk River 

Elaine Sheffrey Champlin 

Colleen Nightengale New Hope  

Jennifer Eckstein New Ulm  

Amy Harmshoad Savage Area 

Barb Pabst Eden Prairie 

Jesse Tschida Avon 

Rachel Schultz Monticello  

Heather Goble Aitkin  

Leslie Gobel 

KEY WOMAN 

Bernice Graves 

KEY WOMAN 

 Nicky Anderson, AVP 

PRESIDENTIAL AWARD 

OF EXCELLENCE 

Dana Hoenigschmidt 

Ways & Means SPM 

PROGRAMMING AWARD 

OF EXCELLENCE 

JARED SHERLOCK 

Fall State 2011  

Sunday Brunch Speaker 

IMPROMPTU WINNER 

1st Place: Terri Miller,  Champlin 

PROJECTS OF THE TRIMESTER 

Internal: 

Living and Learning:  1st Thursday - Open Studio, Eden Prairie 

Public Relations:  Parade Float, Monticello 

Records and Recognition:  Reporting Party, Savage Area 

Ways and Means: Malt Wagon Fundraiser, Morris Area 

NEWSLET: Chapter Newsletter,  Monticello 

External: 

Can Do Canines:  Crazy About Canines, STMA 

Community Connections:  CMS Paraprofessional Luncheon,  

      Eden Prairie 

Womenõs Wellness:  Adventure 5K, Eden Prairie 

Youth of Today:  Blanket Project, Burnsville 

 

 SHAKE RATTLE & ROLLñDecember Members 

      (Continued from Page 1) 

 Send your chapterõs December new members adds to Debbie Funsch, 

USWT Membership VP.  List on one sheet members names, your state, 

chapter name, and the name of the member who recruited each new member.  

Drawing will be held at the end of second trimester, and a check mailed to the win-

ning chapter.  The winning chapterõs name will be posted in the Todayõs Leader 

newsletter. 

     All December Recruiters names will also be put into a drawing for a wonderful 

spa gift basket.  Now wouldnõt you want to get some new members and have your 

name in the drawing?  

     Also please go over your rosters when you receive them from the Chapter Service 

Center, and correct all information that is wrong.  Send updated information back to 

Katie in the CSC when you send in your renewals and member dues.  Katie will get 

the corrected information to Debbie.  We are trying to correct and update all  

information for accurate membership total, and appreciate each chapterõs help with 

this.   If you need any assistance please contact Katie or Debbie, any time. 

Debbie Funsch, USWT Membership Vice President  

PO Box 553,  Pawnee, IL 62558   funsch@comcast.net   217-303-1818 

You can contact Jared Sherlock at 

jared@us-hsi.com 

Sherlock Studios, LLC. 

521 SE 2nd St., #301 

Minneapolis, MN 55414  

 

www.JaredSherlock.com 

Twitter: @jaredsherlock 

tel: 317-418-2364 

The Magic of Jared Sherlock 

Not Pictured:  

2nd Place: Carmon Alexandra, 

                 St. Francis  

3rd Place:  Cindy Umland,   

                 St. Cloud 

     Jared began his love of the art of magic at the very 

early age of eight years old.  What was considered a 

hobby, with the invaluable help of his parents; family 

and friends, very quickly became a profession by the age 

of thirteen.  Every full-scale production produced by  

Jaredõs company in the past 5 years has been in  

cooperation with a charity or benefit in pursuit of feed-

ing, clothing, educating and granting the last wishes of 

kids.  Jared finished his BA with a major in Theater  

Entrepreneurship at Saint Johnõs University in 2011 and is 

currently enjoying a career in live entertainment.  

StartUpNation.com recognized Jared in 2008 as one of 

the nationõs top 20 dorm based businesses. 

     Jared continues to Work with local charities and  

businesses via his foundation òArts Nowó, to use his 

magic to bring smiles and help to others. 

mailto:funsch@comcast.net
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FALL STATE 2011  

District 2 

DISTRICT WITH  

HIGHEST RETENTION 

Maple Grove 

CHAPTER WITH HIGHEST  

% OF GROWTH  

USWT AWARDS 

NATIONAL CONVENTION ~ JUNE 2011  

 

USWT PINS OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT IN  

Lisa Carmichael Eagan PROGRAMMING 

Monica Baker Melrose Area Becky Stock      Brainerd Lakes Area 

Kari Bailey Marshall Sue Ellen Toppings      Eden Prairie 

Connie Lumley Big Lake Gail Weeks      Eden Prairie 

Joanne Larson Fridley Joanne Larson       Fridley 

Brenda Nommenson St. James Vicki Rockwell      Fridley 

Anne Johnson Eagan Anne Jurek      Fridley 

Peggy Kaufman STMA Kathy Ehlenz-Matson  Fridley 

Mary Jensen Sauk Rapids Sue Schoenborn     Mahnomen 

Sue Lemke Avon Kelly Neu                  Melrose Area  

Angela Jensen Byron      Wendy Lindberg        Morris Area 

Lisa Hahn Sauk Rapids                                 Anne Johnson           Redwood Falls  

Cara Norling Melrose Area      Nancy Westphall        St. Cloud 

Tal Hess Longville      Lisa Hahn                   Sauk Rapids 

Briana Capra Savage Area                                Barb Swalinkavich      White Bear Lake 

Valerie Shulstad Red Lake Falls                              

Tina Myhre District 13 Director                       

Laura Gaylord District 16 Director 

Kelly Porter State Secretary GOLD CHAPTERS 

Jen Kinzer Chairman of the Board Second Trimester 

Katie Castro Treasurer Balaton Melrose Area  

  Foley              New Hope  

USWT PRESIDENTIAL MEDALLION                       Third Trimester 

Judy Herrala                    USWT PR Director                       Brainerd Lakes Area  Holdingford     

  Melrose Area           Burnsville         

USWT OUTSTANDING STATE CONTACT   Brooklyn Park          Cambridge        

Janice Schwartz R&R SPM Redwood Falls      Hanska 

Dana Hoenigschmidt Internal VP  Windom   

Sue Schoenborn External VP                            Year-End 

Michelle Gag L&L SPM   Brainerd Lakes Area 

Heidi Westerlund Can-do-Canine SPM Melrose Area 

Nicky Anderson Membership VP 

Cindy Sanders Extensions Director 

   

USWT OUTSTANDING LOCAL OFFICERS             FOCUS ON WOMEN ESSAY COMPETITION 

Sandy Gaffney Eagan State Delegate       Receiving First Placeð Poetry division 

Sharon Erickson Champlin State Delegate                  Gail Weeks            Eden Prairie 

Melissa Redzuan  Eden Prairie State Delegate  

Lisa Hahn Sauk Rapids President   

Lori Keys White Bear Lake President      SUPER RECRUITER - Signed 5+ Members 

Valerie Shulstad Red Lake Falls President      Amy Schoch White Bear Lake 

Cara Norling Melrose Area      Anne Johnson Eagan 

Wendy Homyak  Champlin President   

 

USWT OUTSTANDING STATE OFFICERS     MEGA RECRUITER - Signed 10+ Members 

Kelly Neu District 6 Director     Melissa Bueckers Avon 

Barb Swalinkavich District 9 Direcotr 

Laura Gaylord District 16 Director 

Heidi Westerlund Can Do Canine SPM      HIGHEST TRIMESTER % GROWTH 

Wendy Lindberg Youth of Today SPM         Second Trimester 

Janice Schwartz Record & Recognition SPM        St. James 

Nicky Anderson Membership VP         Third Trimester 

Cindy Sanders Extensions Director        G-M-T 

Marie Robinson Chapter Management VP 

          HIGHEST % GROWTH IN NATION  

USWT OUTSTANDING STATE PRESIDENT     2010-2011 

Anne Johnson MNWT State President, 2010-11  Second TrimesterñFoley & Balaton (tie) 

       Third TrimesterñCambridge 

 

USWT PRESIDENTIAL AWARD OF EXCELLENCE   DOUBLE UP CHAPTERS 

Sarah Gafkjen                   USWT Membership VP  Avon St. James 

 

USWT OUTSTANDING OFFICER AWARD      ONE-A-MONTH CHAPTERS 

Cindy Umland                     USWT Programming VP      Brainerd Lakes Area 

   

USWT PROGAMMING AWARD OF EXCELLENCE 

Brenda Schramm               USWT Extensions Director 

 

PROJECT RECOGNITION AWARDS 

Internal Member Enrichment ðFirst place        

Women of Today WeekñEden Prairie 

    

External FundraisingñFirst place 

 Duct Tape Fashion ContestñMN Youth of Today   

Avon   and  New Ulm  

ONE-A-MONTH CLUB 

Morris Area, Maple Grove,  

Eden Prairie, and Roseau 

CHAPTERS WITH GROWTH +5 

Elk River, Morris Area, Maple Grove, STMA,  

Eden Prairie,  

Not pictured: Roseau, and Brooklyn Park 

IN-CHAPTER EXTENSIONS 

DISTRICTS WITH GROWTH  

                              

                     Led by 

District 2 -   Mary Ann Johnson 

District 4 -   Tari Sieler 

District 6 -   Melissa Bueckers 

District 8 -   W endy Homyak  

District 9 -   Deb Mans 

District 12 -  Kathy Hansen 

District 13 -  Open 

District 15 -  Lisa Leisenheimer 

GET FREE MONEYðAPPLY FOR A CHAPTER GRANT! 

Submitted by Jodie Meyer, MNWT Chapter Grants Chair 

     Is your chapter working on a local project and doesnõt have quite enough 

money to complete the project?  Perhaps youõve taken on an ambitious large  

project that could use a financial boost.  Look no further and apply for a Chapter 

Grant from the MNWT Foundation.  Each year the Foundation awards a number of 

grants to local chapters to assist them with their projects.  The application form can 

be found on the MNWT website.  Type Chapter Grants into the search box to  

locate the information or follow this link http://www.mnwt.org/pdfs/committees/

foundation_chaptergrantapplications.pdf .  Applications are due December 1, 2011 

to the Chapter Service Center.  For questions regarding grants or your application 

contact Jodie Meyer, Chapter Grants chair at jodie.meyer@usfamily.net . 

SEEKING LUCKY BUCK AUCTION BASKETS 

Submitted by Christine Harkness, MNWT Foundation Chair 

     The MNWT Foundation will once again be holding their popular Lucky Buck  

Auction at Winter State.  We already have two wonderful baskets and are seeking 

a couple more.  If you and some friends or your chapter would be willing to put a 

basket together for the auction please let Candi Frick, Chapter Grants Committee 

member know at cmdcfrick@aol.com .  We have an Office Supply themed basket 

and another called òRelaxing Thymesó ð a spa themed basket.  Both are sure to be 

crowd pleasers.  Suggestions for other baskets include:  travel basket, baking  

basket, chocolate loverõs basket, wine basket, a margarita basket or use your  

imagination and come up with your own unique idea.  All donations are tax  

deductible and support the chapter grants program.   

GTL 
GYM ð  

TAN ð  

LAUNDRY! 

Donõt forget your 

Bump!                      

~~ Snookie  

Over All Winner  

Barb Mitchell 

White Bear Lake 

FIRST TIMER AWARDS  

Spotlight Winner 

Sharri Brecto 

Anoka 

District 6 

DISTRICT WITH HIGHEST  

% OF GROWTH  


