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Holiday greetings to MNWT members! 

 

Whatever holiday your family and/or friends celebrate this 

time of year, I hope you find time to relax, to savor special 

moments, and to make new wonderful memories.  Keep in 

mind your chapter members who may be having an extra 

difficult time this season because it is the first one without 

a loved one.  Be gentle and kind.  Remember to be kind to 

yourself, too, and not stress out about what you are not 

getting done. For those of us who spend the winters in 

Minnesota, though it might be cold and snowy, let’s enjoy 

the beauty of the individual snowflakes—they are all 

unique, just like all of you.  Also remember to nominate 

those chapter members who are going above and beyond to 

give a helping hand to others and making a difference in 

their chapter and community.  I would love to help you 

recognize them with a Presidential Pin or Medallion.  And, 

last but not ♫ least, nominate those members of your 

community who are “Giving a Piece of Their Heart” for a 

H.E.A.R.T award. 

 

I am looking forward to seeing many of you at Winter State 

convention at the Crowne Plaza in Plymouth, where we will 

recognize Outstanding Young Adults and Women Who 

Impact as well as welcome USWT President, Laura Morris, 

and her staff.       

 

From my heart to yours, 

Jenise 
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I hope you are joining in on the Countdown to President Jenise’s Birthday daily 

challenges! Watch Facebook daily and your MNWT chapter emails. 

 

Reminder that all renewals need to be submitted to the CSC by December 15! 

Your paperwork needs to be postmarked by December 15 to remain an active 

chapter. Renewals not postmarked by December 15 will be assessed a $10.00 

late fee from MNWT! 

 

New member adds for Tri 2 will be accepted until 12/31/22. 

 

Tri 2 Closeout will be trying a new format. Closeout will be held via Zoom and 

in-person at the CSC Friday, December 30th  from 12:00 noon to 4:00 pm. Watch Facebook and 

your MNWT chapter emails for details. 

 

Be sure to get your Winter State registration form submitted and room reservations made! It will 

be a “Grinchy” time! 

Please wear your MNWT Membership pin to events, socials, chapter meetings, M-nights, district 

meetings, committee meetings and Convention. 

 

I wish you a wonderful holiday season and best wishes for a fabulous 2023!! 
 
Shellie Matthes, MVP 

 

 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! We will soon be coming into our last 
trimester - have you given some thought to your plans next year?  Perhaps you’d like 
to be a District Director?  There will be an Open House at the Winter State 
Convention - don’t worry there’s no commitment!  Just stop in to find out more 
about it and find out for yourself from this year’s District Directors.  Not able to make 
it to the Open House?  Email me at avp@mnwt.org and I’d be happy to fill you in.   
 
State Delegates, I look forward to seeing you next at our State Delegate Roundtable! I 
really enjoy our chats. If you have any questions or concerns in the meantime let me 
know. You can email me at avp@mnwt.org or text me at 507-273-3066. 
 
My hope for you all is a wonderful time spent with  
family and friends and a healthy and happy New Year. 
 
Michelle McGowan, AVP    

 

 
          

 

 

mailto:avp@mnwt.org
mailto:avp@mnwt.org
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It’s official………MNWT is now officially a pro subscriber on Meetup.  It is time to get every 

chapter our own group and start promoting all of our great events on another platform.  As 

with any new advertising media, we have the opportunity to reach a new and diverse group of 

people that may not yet know anything about us.  We might be a newly retired teacher looking 

for a volunteer opportunity to support the youth in our communities.  Perhaps the mother of 3 

who just moved to the area and doesn’t know ♫ anyone.  Maybe it is the woman who sits in 

the back row of the PTA meeting and really wants to speak up and just doesn’t know how.  

What do these women have in common??  They need us……an organization built on Service, 

Growth, and Fellowship.  And we need them……our newest members! 

1. Go to meetup.com and sign up 

2. Search and join “Minnesota Women of Today” group 

3. Designate someone in your chapter to contact Tanya at csc@mnwt.org to request a 

group be set up for your chapter or visit Marketing VP table at Winter State Connect to 

set up your chapter group 

4. Contact Marketing VP Jennifer for assistance on using this to set up meetings and 

events 

Jennifer Auger 

Marketing VP 

 

 

 

(You can use the imagine if you want or not) 

 

 

Help Wanted 
By Timothy Tocher 

Santa needs new reindeer. 
The first bunch has grown old. 

Dasher has arthritis; 
Comet hates the cold. 

Prancer's sick of staring 
at Dancer's big behind. 
Cupid married Blitzen 

and Donder lost his mind. 
Dancer's mad at Vixen 

for stepping on his toes. 
Vixen's being thrown out— 

she laughed at Rudolph's nose. 
If you are a reindeer 

we hope you will apply. 
There is just one tricky part: 
You must know how to fly. 

 

mailto:csc@mnwt.org


4 
 

 

We are almost at the end of Trimester 2 already… I continue to be amazed at all the projects and 

things that each of your chapters are doing… you are definitely making a difference in your 

communities.  You are all so amazing! 

 

Which brings us to “reporting.”  Let’s beat Tri 1 by having more than 54% of our chapters report 

their hours and dollars donated.  If you need help, have questions, please contact me at 

pvp@mnwt.org.  I’m willing to work with each of you.  Try my new spreadsheet tool.  Haven’t 

seen it, reach out and I’ll send to you. 

 

I’m also looking forward to all your Outstanding Program Manager and Project of the Trimester 

Nominations.  Let’s flood the State Program Managers (SPMs) with these.   

 

Wishing a Very Merry Christmas and A Happy New Year to each of you and your families. 

 

Looking forward to seeing you at Winter State… 

Shirley Viesselman, PVP 

 
It’s hard to believe that we only have one month left in our 2nd Trimester. Time marches 

by so quickly. Remember to focus your time on your most important people and goals. 

Slow and Steady wins though perseverance and determination. 

 

Many members have been working hard on completing their MNWT and USWT 

certifications. Thank you to members from Byron, Duluth, Hutchinson, Maple Grove, 

Monticello, New Hope and Sauk Rapids. Earn success points for your chapter by 

 

No report. 

Rachal Mueller, Community Connections   

  

 

mailto:pvp@mnwt.org
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completing certifications (10 each) and holding a Personal Enrichment Program course 

(40). Submit a Project of the trimester for 25 success points. 

 

Please consider submitting an Outstanding Local Program Manager for 2nd trimester. 

They are working hard and will appreciate being recognized. 

 

I recently travelled to Salol, MN (via Canada) to attend a grateful district 2 meeting. I 

was certainly grateful for the warm fellowship while attending their meeting. They had 

some fun Thanksgiving trivia games with prizes and served some wonderful food and 

drinks. They also sent everyone home with a couple goodie bags. This district has some 

amazing women who are working with their chapters to make a big difference in their 

communities. It was a fun and informative meeting. 

 

Marie Pedigo, Living and Learning 

 

 

 

 This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY 

Thank you to those who volunteered at the Pine Tree Apple Orchard!  🍎  It was a cold but fun 

day.  We raised $500 for Crescent Cove. 

Thank you to all who donated to the Holiday Drive Thru Event!  

A special thank you to all who met Jennifer’s challenge at Mid-Year Exec Council! It made my 

day!❤️❤️❤️ 

There will be a Barn Quilt Painting Fundraiser at Winter State. How to sign up and pay for it 

will be sent out soon! 

Don’t forget to nominate a Project of the Trimester and an Outstanding Program Manager to be 

awarded at Winter State. Nominations are due January 2nd. I know there are wonderful projects 

that have been done and wonderful Program Managers.  I would love to hear about them! 

Have a Very Merry Christmas 🎄 and a Blessed New Year!  See you at Winter State 

Connie Fink, Priority Area (Crescent Cove) 

 

 

https://piqs.de/fotos/85834.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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Thank you to all the chapters that submitted for the Women Who Impact Award! Thank 

you for taking time out to recognize and support your local empowering women! 

  

At Winter Convention, I'll be hosting a Jail & Bail during the Friday Night Party to raise 

money for the Women Who Impact award! For a small donation, you can pay to have 

another member locked up in our jail, and they'll have to raise their bail before they are 

released! Not going to make it to Winter Convention, but still want to donate? You are able 

to pay ahead of time and we can still arrest them for you! Email ww@mnwt.org for more 

information! 

  

Lastly, don't forget to start thinking and submitting nominations for the 

Project of the Trimester and the LPM of the Trimester! Another great  

way to continue to recognize all your hard work and dedication to your  

communities! 

 

Maggie Holmberg, Women’s Wellness 

 
Here are some things you can consider to help the Youth of Today Area.  By 

doing these you will surely “Let them Bloom.” 

• Please nominate an Outstanding Youth of Today Local Program 
Manager and a Youth of Today Project of the Trimester. These are 
due January 2nd. This is a fun way to look at what you have 
accomplished during the trimester and a good way to wrap up the 
trimester and recognize deserving members for their efforts. 

• If you have not donated towards the MNWT Outstanding Young Adult  Scholarship Fund, 
please think about it. This can be done by a District, Chapter or Individual. For all who give 
at least $25.00 a drawing will be held at Annual Convention. Please consider this great 
cause. 

• Another way you may help out with the Young Adult Scholarship fund is to  buy some 
breakfast items right outside of the business meeting at Winter convention. 100% of what is 
brought in will be donated to the Scholarship fund. 

By doing these you will surely “Let them Bloom.”  Thank You. 

Sue Lemke, Youth of Today 

 

 

 
SUCCESS Buzz: Have you or your chapter donated to MN Women of Today 

for Ways and Means? A minimum of $35 will earn Success points for 2nd 

trimester.  A check can be made out to Minnesota Women of Today and 

mailed to me or the Chapter Service Center. These donations help MNWT 

continue to provide services to our members. Deadline to send in is 

December 31, 2022. Our donation goal is $3000. Each time we reach $500 in 

total donations, all chapters/districts that have donated are entered into a 

drawing for a “sweet gift”.  

 

 

 

mailto:ww@mnwt.org
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The great Minnesota Women of Today prize raffle will start at Winter State!  Tickets are priced 
at $5 each and there will be a maximum of 400 tickets sold. The raffle drawing will take place 
Annual Convention in Alexandria (need not be present to win) 
   
Warroad Threads has some MNWT branded clothing for us to check out. Have you looked 

online for the items you wanted to order? Order MNWT-themed apparel for the holiday season 

and to show your pride in our organization. If you post a picture on Facebook of yourself 

wearing any of the items that you order and provide a short review using hashtag 

#MNWTFinance, there will be an incentive for you. This will run until December 31; incentives 

will be given at Winter State Convention Please check out the website: 

https://warroadthreads.com/product-category/minnesota-women-of-today  

 These cuties are only $20 and they can custom color the embroidery on 

this MNWT beanie.  

The MNWT state store will be at Winter State Convention with hours at various times on Friday 
evening and Saturday.  Don’t miss your chance to pick up some new pens or other good deals. 
In addition, the state store will be traveling to some district meetings during December and 
January. President Jenise’s mug with coffee or cocoa would make a sweet Christmas gift. 
 
Thank you for all you do to make MNWT an amazing organization! May your Christmas Sparkle 
with moments of Love, Laughter and Goodwill as you surround yourself with family and friends.  
May the Year ahead be full of contentment and Joy! 
 

Cindy Golbuff, FVP 
******************************************************************************** 
 
Christmas Giving 

Christmas is for giving 

And for showing that we care, 

For honoring the Christ Child 

With the loving gifts we share. 

The wise men gave of riches; 

The shepherds, faith and love. 

Each gift, in its own measure, 

Was smiled on from above. 

Let every gift be treasured; 

Not always size or price 

Determines the extent of love 

And willing sacrifice 

Handsome gifts with festive trim 
Bring smiles of sweet content, 
But modest gifts of humble means 
are ofttimes heaven sent. 
Whether it be large or small, 
Each gift will share in part 
The message of true Christmas joy 
If given from the heart! 

– Iris W. Bray 

 

https://warroadthreads.com/product-category/minnesota-women-of-today
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Extensions had a successful day at Thor’s at the beginning of Extensions Week. We met 
11 prospective members from many areas in the Twin Cities. For being there and talking 
to us we gave them $1 off a drink at the bar. We got their information, and this has been 
passed on to the chapters that they were interested in. 
 
We hope to connect again at the Tamarack Tap Room in Woodbury soon. Everyone 
welcome. Look for more information. 
  
Thank you to all the chapters and individuals that donated candy to the Richfield Trunk 
or Treat and thank you to those that handed out candy. It was a success, and we will be 
exploring other ways to reach potential members in the future. 
  
Please consider donating to the 2 Extensions Baskets that will be available to win at 
Annual Convention. The 2 themes will be Tailgating- BBQ, drinks, stuff for being a fan, 
food/snacks and whatever else you can think of. The second one is Everything Kitchen- 
kitchen gadgets, bowls, spoons, foods, baking and cooking. The sky is the limit for both 
of these baskets. If you have something to donate, please contact the Extensions Director 
at extensions@mnwt.org 
  
If you are interested in helping a new chapter, get started, please 
watch for new incentives from the Foundation; they will be found  
in the Foundation Winter State CIP and I will have them in the 
Extensions CIP also. Questions on how to start? See the MNWT  
website under Extensions or contact the Extensions Director.  
 

Glorie Balfanz, Extensions Director 

 

 

What happens if no one seconds a motion? 

If no one seconds a motion, it can be reintroduced  
another time. If a motion requires a second, but did  
not receive one and was still discussed or voted on,  
it’s too late to object or rescind the vote based on that. 
 
JoJo Larson, Parliamentarian 

 

 

  

mailto:extensions@mnwt.org
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Below is a link to the March Planning Recommendation Forms. Change 
starts with you and is best communicated while it is fresh in your mind. 
Each of you has the ability to create positive change within this 
organization. Please consider writing a recommendation or two or ten. 
Your thoughts on future changes are important and valued. Suggesting 
we try something different is not saying what we did in the past was 
wrong. It's simply saying as times change, our demographics change, 
and our chapters change, we as a state need to adapt and make changes. 
Submitting a recommendation does not equal doing the work. You are not required to 
chair or serve on any committee or board. Please send me your recommendations. If you 
would like to stay anonymous in the published booklet, simply enter 'anonymous' in the 
home address field and I will keep your name private.  
  
https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/jfCf2uiM5fWb6xo9cZawm 
  
Thanks, Anna 

 
Anna Nichols, COB 
 
 

 

 

 

It’s a cold, blustery day out today. The wind is howling, and the snow is blowing 

around like crazy! I sure am glad I don’t have to leave the house today! Instead, I’m 

going to try to finish my Christmas decorating (although I’m beginning to think I 

have way too many Santas to put out!). 

We are almost through 2nd trimester. It’s hard to believe we are almost two-thirds of 

the way through the 2022-2023 Women of Today year! That means this next month 

should be spent getting ready for Winter State Convention in January in Plymouth. 

It’s time to get your nominations for Projects of the Trimester and Outstanding 

Local Program Manager written up and submitted. It’s also time to nominate 

members for Presidential pins and to complete your Success submissions.  

This Chapter Mailing will have three musical notes (♫) hidden in honor of all the 

beautiful Christmas music now being played on the radio and in Christmas 

programs on TV. Let me know if you find them and where! 

I’d like to wish you all Happy Holidays, whether you celebrate 

Christmas, Kwanzaa, Hanukah, or any other holiday you  

recognize this time of year! 

 

JoAnn Miller, Secretary  

 

https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/jfCf2uiM5fWb6xo9cZawm


10 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Hello Chapters of MNWT 

Are you working on your 5 healthy chapter traits.  Let me know what you have done to keep 

your chapter healthy and sustainable.  There might be a little something at Winter State for 

you if you talk to me about one of them.   

Success Submissions are due by January 2, 2023.  Submit to the success coordinator at 

success@mnwt.org  

Mid-year evaluations are still being encouraged to see how you and your chapter are 

carrying out your Plan of Action.  I will be looking over the ones I do have already and 

giving some feedback to you all.   

TLC/WATCH LIST chapters I sent out an email letter earlier--yes it was a long list, but it is 

the chapters that have low members and then if you have 5 or 6 members up for renewal that 

might put you under the 15-member list.  It’s not a bad list; it is just to keep us all alert for 

going and getting those one or two extra members that trimester.  Remember you want your 

chapter sustainable.   

Hope to see you all at Winter State in January 2023. 

Happy Thanksgiving/Merry Christmas/Happy New Year! 

 
Linda Nindorf, CMVP 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Christmas Carol 

The kings they came from out the south, 
All dressed in ermine fine; 
They bore Him gold and chrysoprase, 
And gifts of precious wine. 
The shepherds came from out the north, 
Their coats were brown and old; 
They brought Him little new-born lambs— 
They had not any gold. 
The wise men came from out the east, 
And they were wrapped in white; 
The star that led them all the way 
Did glorify the night. 
The angels came from heaven high, 
And they were clad with wings; 
 

 

And lo, they brought a joyful song 

The host of heaven sings. 

The kings they knocked upon the door, 

The wise men entered in, 

The shepherds followed after them 

To hear the song begin. 

The angels sang through all the night 

Until the rising sun, 

But little Jesus fell asleep 

Before the song was done. 

 
Sara Teasdale 

 

 

mailto:success@mnwt.org
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Thanks to all who attended the Future Directions State 
Committee meeting in November. It is great to have you be a part 
of our discussions.  
  
Winter State Convention is right around the corner. Be sure and 
register by January 10, 2023. We will have one GRINCH of a good 
time. 

  
Our next Online Webinars are on Wednesday, February 22, 2023, from 6:00-8:00pm. 
Our topics will be Succession Planning by Tevyan Sorenson, Creating/Managing Your 
Chapter Budget by FVP Cindy Golbuff, and Year End Community Connections Award by 
CC SPM Rachel Mueller 
  
As always, if you have question for the Future Directions Committee reach out to me 
at FDC@mnwt.org 
  
Feel free to change things up as needed 
  
Thanks! 
 

Wendy Homyak, FDC 
      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We had a fantastic committee meeting in November. I look forward  

to seeing you at the next meeting Sunday March 12th. The location  

is still to be determined. Watch for further updates.  

 

Winter convention is fast approaching. It will be held January 27-28  

at the Crown Plaza in Plymouth. Check the MNWT website for  

registration information. 

 

Tawn Hansen, MMC      
 

 

 

 

mailto:FDC@mnwt.org
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Chapter Grants Available – Dec 1st Deadline 
  
Do you have a community project that your chapter would like to fund, but 
lack money?  Consider applying for a Chapter Grant.  Grant applications can be found 
on the Foundation page of the website and are due postmarked December 1 to the 
Chapter Service Center.  For more information, please contact Chapter Grants Chair, 
Laura Gaylord or contact me at foundation@mnwt.org 
  
Winter State Silent Art Auction Donations Needed 
 
Donations of art pieces are now being sought for the Fall State Silent Art Auction 
benefiting the Minnesota Women of Today Foundation Cheryl L. Anderson Scholarship. 
 
We need your help in securing pieces of art. You may donate something that you have or 
obtain a piece of work from a local artist, art gallery, gift shop or framing store. Many 

artists are willing to donate a piece of their work ♫ to such a worthy cause if asked. 
Donations are tax deductible, and a receipt will be furnished upon request. 
  
Suggested items: Paintings, framed prints, pottery, sculptures, photography and original 
artwork of all types. 
  
For more information or to offer a donation, please contact Laura Gaylord or Nicky 
Anderson at foundation@mnwt.org  
 

Nicky Anderson, Foundation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Does your chapter have a member who has shown exceptional involvement, growth and dedicated 

service to the Minnesota Women of Today?  Does she give her heart and soul to this 

organization?  Then now may be the time to recognize her with the highest honor we bestow on 

our members, the Key Woman Award. 

 

The requirements for Key Woman are: 

1. Served as chapter, district or state officer, or a chapter, district, or state program manager 

for at least two (2) years. 

2. Is a member in good standing for at least four (4) years; and 

3. Is nominated and accepted after thorough review by five (5) Key Woman. 

Here is the nomination form. http://mnwt.org/members/forms_results.php?formsID=467 

 

Nominations are due December 1st for honoring at Winter State at Plymouth on January 28, but it 

is not too late to make this happen.  Three letters of recommendation are needed along with some 

specific Women of Today information. If you have questions about where to find this information 

or who you could ask for letters of recommendation, don't hesitate to contact Tevyan Sorensen the 

Key Women Club President at keywomen@mnwt.org or 214-215-5864 

 

Don't forget this is a surprise so do not let the nominee know you are pursuing this on their behalf.   

 

Tevyan Sorenson, President 
 
 
 

mailto:foundation@mnwt.org
mailto:foundation@mnwt.org
http://mnwt.org/members/forms_results.php?formsID=467
mailto:keywomen@mnwt.org
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Friday Night Party: 
Come dressed as your favorite grinch 
character and party the night away in 
Whoville. Enjoy special drinks of Grinch 
and Whoville 

 Saturday Luncheon: 
Choice of: 

Hotdish Buffet: Tater tot hot dish and 

Minnesota goulash. Served with turkey wild rice 

soup and bacon broccoli salad, glazed carrots, rolls 

& butter. 

Grilled Veggie Wrap: assorted grilled 

vegetables and housemade hummus wrapped in a 

spinach tortilla served with tomato bisque soup. 

 
Saturday Night Banquet: 
Choice of:  

Stuffed Chicken Saltimbocca: 

Or Stuffed with prosciutto ham, sage and 

provolone with Parmesan pepper cream 

sauce 

Vegetarian Fettuccini Alfred: served with 

Alfredo sauce 

Raspberry White Chocolate Cheesecake & 

Gluten Free Chocolate Layer Cake preset 

at alternating seats 

 

GRINCH 

 

 

 

 

        

 

        

Crowne Plaza Minneapolis West 
 3131 Campus Drive, Plymouth MN 55441 
  

Room Reservation Info:  You are responsible for your own room reservations.  

Reservations need to be made by January 6th, 2023. 

Mention “MN Women of Today” to receive a preferred rate.   

Standard Room Rates: Single/Double: $99; Triple Room Rate $99; Quad Room Rate $99  

These rates are per night. Contact the Crowne Plaza at 763-559-6600 

 

MINNESOTA WOMEN OF TODAY WINTER STATE 2023 

Name:         Phone: ( )     
 

Address:         State/Zip:     
 

Chapter:         District:    Area:   

Email Address:              
 

To register - Send to Address below with payment. 

Advance registration must be postmarked by January 10, 2023.  Any registration refunds must be requested before January 

20, 2023.  A $5.00 cancellation fee will apply.  Registrations received at Winter State Convention are not guaranteed meals. 

 

Advance Registration (by Jan 10th): 

 Full Registration  $100 

  Friday Night Party $20 

 Business Meeting $ 7    

  Saturday Luncheon $40 

 Saturday Banquet $50 

  

Late Registration (after Jan 10th): 

 Full Registration  $115 

  Friday Night Party $ 23 

 Business Meeting $  7    

  Saturday Luncheon $ 45 

 Saturday Banquet $ 55 

 

Make checks payable to 
MNWT and mail to: 

 

Winter State 2023 

c/o MNWT 

Po Box 216 

Albany, MN 56307 

For General Information: 

Call  

Sarah Midas 320-241-9040  

or Tanya 320-845-2250 

or  

email  

ricewt@mnwt.org or 

csc@mnwt.org 

Women of Today Information (check one): 

___Member          ___First Timer        ___Past President         ___Guest 

Circle lunch choice here: 

Hotdish Buffet   Veggie Wrap 

Circle Dinner Choice here: 

Stuffed Chicken Saltimbocca        Vegetarian Fettuccini Alfredo 

If no selection is marked, you will receive Fettuccini Alfredo 

Specify any diagnosed dietary needs (i.e. gluten free, vegetarian or other food allergies) 

__________________________________________________________                  

              

 

Minnesota Women of Today  
Winter State Convention  

January 27-29, 2023 
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Minnesota Women of Today                                                Executive Council Meeting Minutes 

Mid-Year Exec –Arrowwood Resort, Baxter, MN                                   November 12, 2022 

 

The meeting was called to order by President Jenise Teske at 2:30 pm. 

The invocation was given by Living and Learning SPM Marie Pedigo. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Membership Vice President Shellie Matthes. 

The United States of Today Creed was led by District 5 Director Deb Froemming. 

Orders of the Day were given by Parliamentarian JoJo Larson.  

Minutes of the Fall State Exec Council were approved as printed. 

Secretary, JoAnn Miller (secretary@mnwt.org) 

• The December/January Chapter Mailing Highlights are due to me on November 15th. Definitely need them 
by November 25th. 

• Staff reports for Winter State will be due to me January 15th. Must get these so they can be printed at the 
CSC before convention. 

Administrative Vice President, Michelle McGowan (avp@mnwt.org) 

• Thank you to all the Exec Council members who attended District meetings or events in 2nd trimester. 
Your support is appreciated. Let your district director know if you’ve heard concerns about redistricting. 
Trimester 3 meetings are being planned to be held in February, March, or April. If you are interested in 
visiting a meeting in an official capacity, try to connect with the DDs this weekend. 

• Your District Directors are here to share an update as well as let you know how you can support them and 
their chapters. 
✓ District 2 Contact Liz Weigel: The District 2 2nd trimester meeting will be Tuesday, November 15th. 
✓ District 3 Director Sharon Bergquist: I visited Brainerd Lakes Area, Aitkin and Duluth in September and 

October. I’m working with Longville to set up a date to visit them with JoJo Larson. The 3rd trimester 
district meeting will be February 25th with Aitkin hosting. More details to come. 

✓ District 4 Director Pat Undersander: I held the 2nd trimester District meeting on October 13th with 
members from all six chapters in attendance. I presented the redistricting plan and plan to hold a 
Zoom meeting in November to discuss any concerns that may come up. Our upcoming events start on 
November 19th in Alban for Toy Bingo at 10:00, then to Avon for Purse Bingo at 2:00. Our 3rd trimester 
district meeting is March 2nd with Morris Area hosting. More details to come. 

✓ District 5 Debbie Froemming: District 5 held a social on October 23rd at the Crow Wing Winery by 
Hutchinson with four chapters present. Our fall district meeting was October 27th hosted by the St. 
Joseph chapter with all 7 chapters represented. We had two speakers on Youth Mental Health. Our 
3rd trimester meeting is scheduled for March 30th in Hutchinson. 

✓ District 6 Contacts are Melanie Chenoweth 1st trimester, Laurie Lilli 2nd trimester, Stefany Niklaus 3rd 
trimester: The 2nd trimester district meeting was well attended. Made items for district excitement at 
Winter State Convention. 

✓ District 7 Carla Hanson: 2nd trimester is going well. I’ve held Zoom and in person meetings and visited 
one chapter regarding redistricting. I’ve also met with my Chapter presidents. District 7 will be 
holding a Bingo Fundraiser on November 10th at Mad Jacks Sports Bar in Brooklyn Park with prizes 
being a purse, cash, or both. RSVP to Carla. 

✓ District 8 Robyn Farm: We had a fun district meeting in Byron where we learned about SMART goals. 
My emphasis this trimester is being smart. The 3rd trimester meeting is April 15th. More information 
to come. 

✓ District 10 Allie Staley: I held a District Social on October 29th at the Stone Gate Orchard, and our 
district meeting was at Pizza Ranch in Slayton with four chapters attending. I have visited Jackson so 
far this trimester and plan to visit Slayton, Windom and Hanska yet this trimester. Our 3rd trimester 
district meeting will be in St. James. More details to come. 
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Membership Vice President, Shellie Matthes (mvp@mnwt.org) 

• Retention: All chapters who achieve 100% retention 2nd trimester will be recognized at Winter State 
Convention with a $10 gift certificate courtesy of the MNWT Foundation. In-chapter Extension: A chapter 
that has four or more new members in a single month will be recognized at Winter State. New members: 
Any chapter that adds at least three new members during the 2nd trimester will be recognized at Winter 
State convention with a $15 cash rebate courtesy of the MNWT Foundation. Early Bird Renewals: Any 
chapter that submits 75% of their renewals by the Early Bird date (November 15th) will be recognized at 
Winter State convention. 

• The trimester 2 webinar on October 26th on “How to keep the excitement going” with a lot of fun Glorie 
and I had a good time coming up with events that chapters could do that did not break the bank. If you or 
members could not attend, the recording will be posted to the MNWT website. 

• We have 18 new members in September and 14 new member adds for October! We have 10 chapters 
that have sent in their renewal paperwork and 6 have 100% retention! The first chapter that turned in 
their paperwork will be receiving a $25 gift card from me, the 15th chapter to get their paperwork turned 
in will received a $10 gift card and the 25th chapter to get their paperwork turned in will receive a $5 gift 
card from me. 

• The USWT Membership team has challenged all states to get their renewal paperwork completed and 
submitted by December 15th so we can all enjoy the holidays. DDs, reminder to check with your chapters 
and encourage them to get their paperwork turned in as soon as possible or by December 10th. Each DD 
that completes this challenge will earn a Thank You gift from me. The deadline on the MNWT calendar 
states 12/15 to receive renewals and that will be honored. The CSC will continue to accept NMAs through 
the end of December. 

• For close-out on December 30th, we are going to try something new. To encourage more participation, we 
are going to have close-out be via Zoom from 9:00 am to noon. Chapter members can sign on anytime 
between 9 and noon and check in with President Jenise and staff. I will be pacing the Zoom 
attendee/check-in names in a basket each hour and President Jenise will select two to receive a gift card 
from me. 

• In December I will be managing a challenge for the membership and staff. President Jenise’s birthday is 
December 25th. I have created a Count Down to President Jenise’s Birthday calendar, like an advent 
calendar. Each day the challenge will be posted to Facebook and sent via chapter email for members to 
complete. The members will have one day to complete the challenge and then it will be closed at 
midnight and the next day’s challenge will be posted. The member who completes the most challenges 
will get a BIG Thank You gift from me. If there is a tie, I will place the names into a basket and President 
Jenise will pick out a name. I will also have thank you gifts for the members who place 2nd and 3rd. 

 

Chapter Management Vice President, Linda Nindorf (cmvp@mnwt.org) 

• My 2nd trimester challenge is to implement one of the 5 Healthy Chapter Traits. 

• Success submissions are due by January 2, 2023. 

• Letters were sent to all chapters on the watch list. They are doing well. 

• Mid-Year Evaluations are not required this year, but it is recommended you complete them so you can 
see where you stand with your goals. 

• Continuing to watch and work with any TLC chapters. 
 

Extensions Director, Glorie Balfanz (extensions@mnwt.org) 

• We used the candy chapters and individuals donated during Fall State at the Richfield Trunk or Treat. Jen 
Auger, her son Cameron, Tevyan Sorenson and Cat Shuman handed out candy and information about 
Women of Today.  

• The next day 8 members and their significant others sold pumpkins and transported pumpkins at the Pine 
Tree Apple Orchard. Because we were there, we earned $500 which will be donated to Crescent Cove. 
Shirley Viesselman and her husband Kane, Sara Rocksted, Connie Fink and her husband Tim, Kolann 

mailto:mvp@mnwt.org
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Wilhelm and Ryan, Diana Matranga, Jenise Teske and I helped. A special thank you to Shellie Matthes and 
her husband Steve for being there 2 days in a row and giving us the idea and keeping us organized.  

• We also visited Thor’s in Stillwater on 11/5. 7 members came and 11 nonmembers plus multiple family 
members. We had treats, provided MNWT information and we enjoyed each other’s company. Thank you 
to Jen Auger, Shellie Matthes, Pat Undersander, Brenda Betzold, Barb Mitchell and Anna Nichols for your 
help and support. Each guest had a lot of one on one with members finding out what we like about 
Women of Today and all of the great things we do. 

• Next, we hope to have an event at Tamarack Taproom to hopefully capture more women from the 
Woodbury, St Paul and Stillwater/ Eastern Washington County areas. Look for more information and join 
us! 

• I am looking for donations for the Lucky Buck Extensions Baskets. The themes are “Tailgating” and “All 
Things Kitchen”. 
 

Programming Vice President, Shirley Viesselman (ivp@mnwt.org) 

• We have three members that have submitted their intent to bid for an SPM position at Winter State Exec 
Council meeting already. 

• I have seven possibilities (Timber Bay—Youth Outreach Organization; REACH Program; Eagles Healing 
Nest; Terebinth Refuge; Nicholas P Koenig HERO Foundation; Minesota Milk Bank for Babies; Maria’s 
Voice) for the new priority area beginning in the 2024-2025 year. At Winter State Exec Council meeting 
we will be narrowing the number down to three. 

• Please welcome your five fabulous SPMs 
Community Connections, Rachal Mueller (cc@mnwt.org) 

✓ No Report. 
Living and Learning, Marie Pedigo (ll@mnwt.org) 

✓ I’ve received the following:  
➢ Certification    1st Tri 2nd Tri Total 
➢ MNWT Living and Learning  14 20 34 
➢ USWT Wellness & Personal Development 7 15 22 
➢ PEP Courses    4 1 5 

Priority Area (Crescent Cove), Connie Fink (priority-area@mnwt.org)  

✓ The Drive Thru Holiday Event is on December 4th. Emails to chapters have been sent out for ways to 
help with the event. 

✓ The Barn Quilt Fundraiser at Winter State is set u, Sara Rocksted has sent out a sign-up for the event. 
The cost is $20. 

Women’s Wellness, Maggie Holmberg (ww@mnwt.org) 

✓ M/S/P (WW/Mktg VP) I move to do a jail and bail at Winter State for the Women Who Impact award. 

Youth of Today, Sue Lemke (yt@mnwt.org) 

✓ Consider making a donation for the Outstanding Young Adult scholarship fund. Any donation over 
$25 will be put into a drawing to be held at Annual Convention. 

✓ I am doing a drawing at Annual Convention for chapters who have done a project for youth. Each 
regular project will get one chance in the drawing and mental health projects will get two chances in 
the drawing. 

✓ We had 5 nominations for the Outstanding Young Adult award. 
✓ I will have a Grab and Go Breakfast at Winter State Convention. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:cc@mnwt.org
mailto:priority-area@mnwt.org
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Marketing Vice President, Jennifer Auger (mkvp@mnwt.org) 

• Our Jenise on a Stick marketing challenge has been very successful.  I have received so many fun photos 
from across the state.  I have some extra sticks with if you would like to take some back to your chapters 
or districts to try and sell.   

• I am hosting my first “Paint-a-Phrase” party with friends at a distillery to earn money towards our bench 
project.  I’m super excited to spend time with friends, raise money, and have a presence in the 
community.  I am challenging exec council members to do the same.  Any one of you who hosts your own 
party, ordering at least 10 kits, by February 14th, my son and/or I will make you a special treat!    

• Our Promoting MNWT chair Brenda Reeves and I are looking for more people to assist us in developing a 
new state brochure.  We have a couple members in District 7 who have agreed to help.  If you know of 
anyone with experience or desire in this area, please let me know. 

• Meet-Up will be started as a pro subscription for all chapters, districts, and state to use for promoting and 
recruiting efforts. At Winter State we will offer a Connect table that chapters can sign up at to use Meet-
Up.   

 

Financial Vice President, Cindy Golbuff (fvp@mnwt.org) 

• Expense Voucher- DDs and SPMs: Expense Vouchers are due to supervisors January 8, 2023. Supervisors 
and Staff: all expense vouchers are due no later than January 10, 2023, for reimbursement at Winter State 
Convention. If not claiming expenses, please notify supervisor and FVP. 

• Mini State Store – Store Manager Jane Holmberg has a mini version of the state store available on 
Saturday on a limited basis.  Please reach out to me to place your order. 

• State Ways & Means: 
✓  MNWT received $603. from the Sheets Galore sale at Fall State. Eighty-six sets of sheets were sold 

with sales totaling $3,014.00. 
✓ The Fall State Stampin’ Up raffle basket raised $91. 
✓ The Beego Bingo raised $341.00.  
✓ The 50/50 raffle brought in $373.50. Thank you, Cat Shuman and Char Ostenberg, for your work with 

the raffle! 
✓ The Finance Committee is sponsoring a prize raffle for third trimester.  Raffle tickets will be 

distributed at Winter State with the drawing held at Annual. Ticket books will be available, and tickets 
sell for $5 each 

✓ The Online Clothing Store is available at www.warroadthreads.com Check out the MNWT branded 
clothing. My challenge this trimester is to post a picture of you in your purchase and comment on FB.  
Be sure to tag #MNWTFinance to be entered into a drawing.  Information is in my CIP and on the 
MNWT website. 

✓ Have you or your chapter donated to MNWT for ways and means? A minimum of $35 will earn 
Success points for 2nd trimester. Our donation goal is $3000. Each time we reach $500 in total 
donations, all chapters/districts that have donated are entered into a drawing for a sweet gift. 
Currently the “honey pot” balance is $425.70. 

• Mid-Year Finance Committee meeting: The Mid-Year Budget review will be held on Friday evening, 
January 6, 2023, at Trinity Lutheran Church, Albert Lea.  Time to be determined. 

• Finance Meeting: The Finance Committee will meet on Saturday, January 7, 2023, 10:00 am, at Trinity 
Lutheran Church, Albert Lea. 

 

Parliamentarian, JoJo Larson (parli@mnwt.org) 

• Thank you to Jenise Lisa (in person), Tevyan, Jeny, and Linda (via Zoom) for participating in the MNWT 
Bylaw and Policy review. Thank you to Glorie and JoAnn for sending in suggestions and housekeeping 
items for review. 

• Due to errors in formatting in the polices, I have made the corrections, so you may find differences in 
motions made for numbering and lettering in previous policies. 

http://www.warroadthreads.com/
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✓ M/S/P (Parli/PA) I move we change Policy J, 1, g to read: Shall appoint a Presidential Assistant, who is 

a member of staff, whose budget shall include supplies, registration to state meetings and 

communication. 

✓ M/S/P (Parli/WW) I move we change Policy M, 2 heading to read: Officer Budgets 

✓ M/S/P (Parli FVP) I move we change Policy M, 2, a to read: All officers, except District Directors, 

budget shall include supplies, registration to state meetings and communication. 

✓ M/S/P (Parli/WW) I move we change Policy M, 1, c to read regional instead of area meetings and add 

$.07 for charter banquets for new chapters. Policy will read: The State President shall be reimbursed 

$.15 per mile round trip to all meetings of the Executive Council mentioned in M.1.a, as well as one 

(1) meeting in each district, the regional meetings, and $.07 per mile round trip to charter banquets 

for new chapters. 

✓ M/S/P (Parli/WW) I move we change Policy L, 10, c to read Travel to Regional meetings.  

✓ M/S?P (Parli/ED) I move we remove Policy I, 2. Currently reads: The State Delegate shall endeavor to 

bring a large delegation to state, area, and district meetings, and shall make all reservations for the 

members in his/her chapter when requested to do so by the host chapter. 

✓ M/S/P (Parli/AVP) I move we remove Policy J, 2, b. Currently reads: Shall coordinate the State 

President’s district and area visitations whenever possible.  

✓ M/S/P (Parli/AVP) I move we change Policy J, 8, c to read: Shall be responsible for compiling and 

distributing the State Plan of Action. 

✓ M/S/P (Parli/MVP) I move we change Policy J, 13, e to read: Plans of Action for State Program 

Managers shall be accepted at the time that the bid is accepted. Items to be sold or promoted for 

sale by a Program Manager must be included in the original bid, by agreement to purchase, the 

programming Vice President shall also seek the approval of the State President and the Financial Vice 

President. An appointed SPM’s Plan of Action shall be approved by the Executive Council. Until 

approval, the appointed SPM may proceed, following Policy J, 13, under the direction of the State 

President and their Supervisor.  

✓ M/S/P (Parli/MVP) I move we remove Policy J, 13, r, 2), f) and re-letter. 

✓ M/S/P (Parli/LL) I move we remove Policy J, 13, r, 2), g) and re-letter. 

✓ M/S/P (Parli/MVP) I move we remove Policy J, 5, d. and re-letter accordingly. Currently reads: Shall 

promote and distribute information on participation and competition for National Internal 

Programming areas. 

✓ M/S/P (Parli/COB) I move we change Policy J, 11, m to read: Shall promote USWT Buckets of Sunshine 

and presentation of these efforts will occur at Fall State and Annual Convention. 

✓ M/S/P (Parli/MVP) I move we change Policy J, 13, r, 4), h. to read: Shall promote Domestic Violence 

Awareness (DVA). 

✓ M/S/P (Parli/FVP) I move we change Policy T, 6, c to read: The Chapter Growth certificate shall be 

presented each trimester with the greatest percentage of growth trimester base. 

✓ M/S/F (Pari/FVP) I move we change Policy E, 5 to read: No one shall be allowed to make any type of 

solicitations or sales at state meetings, special meetings, and training sessions without approval of 

the Executive Council. 

✓ M/S/F (Parli/FVP) I move we change Policy G4 to read: Any district or chapter inviting a State Program 

Manager or a member of the Executive Council to their meeting should absorb registration fees and 

the registration of the traveling companion of the State President. 

✓ M/S/P (Parli/PVP) I move we change Policy G4 to read: Any district or chapter inviting a member of 

the Executive Council to present at their meeting, it’s recommended to absorb registration fees and 

the registration fee of the traveling companion of the State President. 

✓ M/S/P (Parli/AVP) I move we change Policy O, 1, c, O, 3, b, 4), O, 3, b, 4), d, and O, 3, b, 4), d, 1 where 

it says Winter State Awards change to Outstanding Awards. 
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• I’m still looking for some more bylaws and policies to review. I’ve only received one district so far. I can be 
available to sit in on your bylaw and policy review if you would like me to. 

 

Chairman of the Board, Anna Nichols (cob@mnwt.org) 

• Starting December 1st, I will be accepting applications and filings for State President, Staff, Committee Chairs, 
State Store Manager, NEWSLET Editor, and PR Assistant. Talk to me this weekend for information about the 
many different opportunities available. Talking to me about what is involved in doing a position does not 
commit you to do it. For those interested in SPM positions, Shirley is your contact and Michelle has your back 
if you are thinking about or know someone interested in being a District Director. 

• March Planning will be Saturday, March 11th. All of Staff is required to attend March Planning. It is optional 
for DDs and SPMs. We all wear our Blue Polos. This is where change happens within Minnesota Women of 
Today. If you want to know what, where and/or why of how change starts, attend this meeting. Is there 
something you think needs to be updated or changed? An idea you would like to share? We all have ideas on 
how things can be streamlined and updated. The key to change is getting your ideas to the right person. It all 
starts at March Planning. You can submit a recommendation at any time. All recommendations are due no 
later than March 1, 2023. The form can be found on the MNWT website under COB. You have a lot more say 
in our organization than you think. Submit your recommendations throughout the year. 

• The 2023 - 2024 Election Caucuses and 2023 Regional Meetings will be Saturday March 25th and April 1st. 
District Directors will have registration information available by Winter State. Everyone on Executive Council 
should plan on attending at least one Regional Meeting. We wear our suits. 

• M/S/F (COB/PVP) I move that we change policy K. 4. c. to read “In the event that more than three (3) 

proposals are offered for selection, the Executive Council shall, at Winter State meeting thoroughly 

examine the choices and narrow the number to three (3) after hearing up to four-minute presentations 

from each of the proposals. A secret ballot will be taken. All Executive Council members shall vote for the 

three proposals they wish to continue. The proposals receiving the fewest votes will be dropped. 

 

Future Directions Committee Chair, Wendy Homyak (fdc@mnwt.org) Given by COB Anna Nichols 

✓ Plan to attend our next meeting. Our restructure task force has a recommendation they will present. 
Continue entertaining the idea of using recyclable dinnerware at your socials and events per our Go 
green committee 

✓ Our next online webinar training is Wednesday February 22nd. Be sure to register to join us for these 
wonderful trainings on zoom.  

✓ Our next meeting is on Saturday November 19th at 1:00  Location is Holy Nativity Church in New 
Hope. Hope to see you there. 

Membership Management Committee Chair, Tawn Hanson (mmc@mnwt.org) Given by COB Anna Nichols 

✓ Our next meeting will be Saturday November 19,2022 at Holy Nativity Church in New Hope 
✓ We are always looking for members to join the Leadership sub-committee lead by Jeny Ohr and the 

task force lead by Tevyan Sorenson dealing with Membership training and Membership recognition.  
✓ Watch the MNWT Committees Facebook page every Friday for leadership articles and information. 

 

MNWT Foundation, Nicky Anderson (foundation@mnwt.org) Given by COB Anna Nichols 

• Chapter Grant applications are due December 1st. Please let your chapters know. 

• The Cheryl L. Anderson Art Auction WILL be held at Winter State. Art donations are needed. Contact 
Jessica Schultz or Wendy Homyak with any donations you may have. 

• Are you pursuing further education in an area that helps those who are physically and/or mentally 
challenged? If you need assistance attending a conference or workshop you should apply for a Straight 
River Scholarship. Scholarships up to $400 can be awarded at any convention. Please contact Jessica 
Schultz or Nicky Anderson if you need more information. 
 

mailto:fdc@mnwt.org
mailto:mmc@mnwt.org
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Executive Director, Tanya Rothstein (csc@mnwt.org) 

• Email – Make sure you watch your MNWT email, so it does not get full. Clean out your trash and sent items. 
If you need help with anything, please reach out; I can help you. When sending emails to Exec Council or 
Staff distribution lists, use the one with the capital E for Exec Council and capital S for Staff. The lowercase 
ones are old. 

• Facebook – Please make sure you all can still post as Facebook did an update. Also, just a reminder the 
profile picture needs to stay as the MNWT logo. You are welcome to change the cover photo if you would 
like. 

• Reminder that my hours are Monday 4-8, Tuesday and Thursday 3:30-5:30, and Friday 10-2. Use my 
csc@mnwt.org email or the office phone (320-845-2250) for communicating with me. I refer an email if you 
are looking for me to do something or find something. I will respond in 48 hours. If I have time, I can answer 
earlier. Also, the last day of the month is VERY busy for me. My job as Executive Director is NOT a full-time 
job. I also work for CentraCare from 6 am to 3:30 pm Monday through Thursday and 6 am to 10 am on 
Friday. I have been spending my breaks answering emails and finishing work on stuff that everyone needs, 
but I don’t want to continue to do that so I can have my breaks and refresh myself. Also, on Wednesday 
nights I work at Arnolds cleaning their offices unless we have a webinar. If we have a webinar, I work 
Thursday at Arnolds and won’t work my office hours that day. 

• Deposits – Deposits are being done weekly so I will no longer be holding checks for conventions, LOTS, Mid-
Year, President/State Delegate Retreat, MNJOTS, or the Day at the Diamond. So, if you oversee an event 
excluding conventions, the money should be sent to the CSC to be deposited right away. If I receive any of 
the registration forms at the CSC I will scan and email them to the person in charge of the event. I check the 
post office every day other than weekends. If possible, registrations should be put on the website. I can help 
anyone with this. 

• I still need convention hosts for Annual 2023 and Fall State 2023. Please reach out to your districts and 
chapters to see if they would be interested in hosting. 

• Remember to bring your tree centerpiece with to Winter State. Put your name on tape on the bottom of it. 
You can take them back home with you after Winter State. If you did not get one because of the ones that 
were broken, please email me letting me know so I can order more and bring them with me to Winter State.  
 

 

Presidential Assistant, Lisa Hahn (pa@mnwt.org) 

• Forward pictures wen President Jenise visits your district/chapter. St. Joseph chapter and I will be putting 
together picture books for Annual Convention 

• Please remember to remind your chapters and districts to donate $10 to $20 for a year-end gift for 
President Jenise. 
 

President, Jenise Teske (president@mnwt.org) 

 

Ongoing Business 

New Business 

Announcements 

 

The benediction was led by Living and Learning SPM Marie Pedigo. 

The Minnesota Women of Today Creed was led by Women’s Wellness SPM Maggie Holmberg.. 

The 2022 Mid-Year Executive Council Meeting of the Minnesota Women of Today was adjourned at 5:51 pm by 

Jenise Teske. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

JoAnn Miller, Secretary MNWT 

mailto:csc@mnwt.org
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