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Greetings to you amazing MNWT members! 

 

Here we are, halfway through 2nd Trimester.  Time flies 

when you are having fun and it was a joy to see most of you 

in District meetings throughout October.  Thank you Anoka 

Women of Today for continuing the tradition of having the 

State President ride on your float in the annual Halloween 

parade.  I hope, for those of you that attended the 2nd 

Trimester Webinar on October 25, that you gleaned some 

important information for your chapter and yourselves.   

 

This is the time of year when Thanksgiving and the 

Holidays are fast approaching and it is a time for me to 

reflect on what I am grateful for.  Remember that was one 

of the suggestions from our Fall State speaker, Lyndra 

Hearn Antonson—to think daily of what you are grateful 

for and to keep a journal of those things.  I think it is a 

wonderful way to keep things in perspective and to keep a 

positive outlook for each day, even when it seems dark and 

doubtful.   

 

I encourage you to think of attend State Committee 

meetings on November 19 (check out COB Anna’s CIP for 

details) to learn more about the inner workings at the state 

level.  Plus you get to see many of your MNWT friends.     

 

From my heart to yours, 

Jenise 
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Reminder that Early Bird is November 15! Your paperwork needs to be 
postmarked by November 15 to be considered for early bird. 
 
Extensions week is November 5-12 – watch Facebook for more details. 
 
Saturday, November 19 are the MNWT State Committee meetings. The 
Membership Management meeting will start at 10:00am. Watch Facebook and 
the MNWT website for details. 
 
All Tri 2 renewals due to the CSC by December 15.  Chapters will be 
fined $10 for late paperwork and can also be fined $50.00 by the USWT. There 
is a challenge to chapters to get their paperwork turned in as soon as possible. The 1st, 15th and 
25th chapters to submit their renewal paperwork will earn a gift card. See Facebook post for 
details. 
 
Watch your chapter MNWT email for 2 upcoming membership challenges! The challenges will 
also be posted to Facebook so be sure to check daily for updates. 
 
Be sure to get your Winter State registration form submitted and room reservations made! It 
will be a “Grinchy” time! 
 
Please wear your MNWT Membership pin to events, socials, chapter meetings,  
M-nights, district meetings, committee meetings and Convention. 

 
Shellie Matthes, MVP 

 

Redistricting can be a scary change for all members, chapters and districts affected. 
When we look at redistricting it is so we can sustain and grow our membership. We 
don’t take this responsibility lightly. We hope to balance Districts, Areas, and 
Regions. This will allow for an opportunity to create eight equally sustainable 
districts, greater support for local prosperity, and a solid foundation for future 
extensions within the state. Your current District Directors and District 
Representatives along with COB, Anna Nichols, will vote by written ballot at the 
Winter State Executive Council meeting. If the proposed changes pass, they will take 
effect for the 2023-2024 year. Please email COB Anna at cob@mnwt.org, me at 
avp@mnwt.org or your current District Director if you have any questions or 
concerns. 
 
Michelle McGowan, AVP    
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WOW……Jenise has been on so many adventures! Bowling, bingo, hunting, craft shows, 

scarecrow contest, chapter and district meetings, PEP course, weekend trips, breweries.  She’s 

helped color hair, worked at the food shelf, eaten at Jersey Mikes, and been at the Wright 

County Planning and Zoning Meeting. She has had a facial and foot detox and even been held 

for ransom (it was high…..dishes during girls’ weekend!).  As promised, because I received at 

least 30 pictures a special drawing was held Halloween night and the winner will be 

announced at Winter State.  I absolutely LOVE seeing all the fun adventures.  I also love 

giving during the holiday season.  Therefore, anyone who sends me a photo of Jenise on a 

stick (mkvp@mnwt.org, Facebook tag, messenger) will receive a special treat from me at 

Winter State.    Enjoy a few of her adventures here and keep an eye on Facebook for more 

pics.   

We are well on our way raising funds for our bench at the MN State Fair.  Who is ready for a 

Paint-A-Phrase fundraising party.  I’m having mine with my local and chapter friends at a 

distillery, Pocket Square, on November 26th.  I’d be happy to help set one up with your chapter 

or friends.  Let me know how I can help.   

Jennifer Auger 

Marketing VP 
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I’ve been having fun attending District meetings this past month… I’ve learned a lot and 

met a lot of new people.  I’m just amazed over and over again at all the things you are all 

doing throughout the state.  I’m hoping to make the couple districts I haven’t been too in 

Tri 3.   

I now have a great list of potential new priority areas that we would start promoting in 

our 2024-25 year.  I’m in the process of checking them out as we go forward. 

I’m still looking for a couple State Program Managers for the 2023-24 year.  It is very 

helpful for you to get yourself off to a good start by bidding at Winter State.  I am willing 

to help you through the process.  We can get together… talk on the phone… Zoom… 

whatever we need to do to get you going.  Please, please reach out to me at 

pvp@mnwt.org or text me at 320.298.5162.  I’m waiting to hear from YOU!! 

Did you have a chance to tune into the webinar?  Do you think the spreadsheet will be 

helpful?  Do you need some help navigating?  Please reach out for help… or questions… 

that is what I’m here for.  We continue to try to look for ways to make reporting less 

painful!!! 

Happy Thanksgiving to you and your family from our home to yours….. Shirley 

Shirley Viesselman, PVP 

 
"What I've learned from life is that for every inch of sadness lies a foot of happiness ahead.  

I've learned that the simplest of times brings the grandest of pleasures and the hardest goodbyes 

often lead to the best hellos. 

I've learned that crazy chances guide us to unexpected discoveries and that tough times unveil 

the sincerity of people.  

 

No report. 

Rachal Mueller, Community Connections   
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I've learned that you have to hold onto your smile everyday and free yourself of that frown." 

 

Author - Unknown  

 

From:  A Beautiful Mess - A Women Connection Group  

 

Marie Pedigo, Living and Learning 

 

 

Thank you to all the chapters that sent in a nomination for the Women 

Who Impact Award! I do not envy the award committee for having to 

pick a winner from all the great nominees! Thank you for continuing to 

inspire and empower all the amazing women in your communities!  

This trimester I am focusing on increasing the body positivity in our own 

lives! Keep an eye out on our Facebook page for different medias to 

incorporate more body positive messages in our own lives! 

Maggie Holmberg, Women’s Wellness 

 
 

This time of year, many of us are excited about the Holiday Season and celebrating with family 

and friends. However just remember this time of year can be a very sad 

time of year for some, especially our youth so hopefully your chapter is 

keeping these children in mind by doing something for those who can’t do 

it themselves. Some project ideas are doing a giving tree in your community, 

collecting food for your food shelf or doing a warm clothing drive. These 

usually are considered Community Connection projects, however if you 

emphasize children in your project it can be a Youth of Today Project. Any 

project like this would improve the mental health of the children which would 

Thank you to those who volunteered at the Pine Tree Apple Orchard! It was a cold 

but fun day!    

December 4th is the Holiday Drive Thru Event. Check your emails for ways to help 

with this event.                

There will be a Barn Quilt Painting Fundraiser at Winter State. There will be four 8 x 

8 designs to choose from and the cost is $20. 

How to sign up and pay for it will be sent out soon! 

 

Connie Fink, Priority Area (Crescent Cove) 
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get you 2 chances in the end of the year drawing. All you have to do is let me know what you did 

for your project at yt@mnwt.org.   

I also want to remind you that you can still donate for the Outstanding Youth of Today Scholarship 

fund. A drawing will be held at the end of the year for all individuals or Chapters who donate 

$25.00 or more.  This could be like a Christmas Gift for our youth. 

Thanks for continuing to let our Children Bloom as they are the leaders of tomorrow. 

Sue Lemke, Youth of Today 

 

Can you believe Thanksgiving is just around the corner?  

You still have time to check out my Fall State CIP for a 2nd trimester challenge- remember you 

will be entered in the Winter State Convention drawing. So MNWT Treasurer's- BEE 

Challenged! *Go to MNWT Finance FB page, give it a like and post what clothing item I 

highlighted in the Fall CIP. *Review the CIP and email me (fvp@mnwt.org) what is the deadline 

for filing sales tax? All responses received by December 31st, will be entered in a drawing at 

Winter State Convention. The other challenge I posted is in the October 2022 Chapter Mailing. 

There are 2 parts to the challenge and all responding will receive an incentive. All responses will 

be entered into a 2nd Winter Convention drawing.  

This month I want to highlight a wonderful inexpensive MNWT State store item. This awesome 

blue garment bag is ideal to store your MNWT clothes in one place for easy access and makes 

packing for convention easier. Reach out to our state store manager- Jane Holmberg at 

statestore@mnwt.org and let her know what you would like and for a reasonable shipping fee 

she will get it to you when you need it. 

At Fall State, Warroad Threads brought in some MNWT branded clothing for us to check out. 

Have you looked online for the items you wanted to order? This is a great chance to order 

MNWT-themed apparel for the holiday season and to show your pride in our organization. If you 

post a picture on Facebook of yourself wearing any of the items that you order and provide a 

short review using hashtag #MNWTFinance, there will be an incentive for you. This will run until 

December 31; incentives will be given at Winter State Convention. Please check out the 

website: https://warroadthreads.com/product-category/minnesota-women-of-today  

SUCCESS Buzz: Have you or your chapter donated to MN Women of Today for Ways and 
Means? A minimum of $35 will earn Success points for 2nd trimester.  A check can be made out 
to Minnesota Women of Today and mailed to me or the Chapter Service Center. These 
donations help MNWT continue to provide services to our members.   Deadline to send in 
donations is December 31, 2022. Our donation goal is $3000. Each time we reach $500 in total 
donations, all chapters/districts that have donated are entered into a drawing for a “sweet gift”.  

Currently the “honey pot” is at $425.70 .Join me and “Bee Vested in MNWT”.  

 
Cindy Golbuff, FVP 

 

mailto:yt@mnwt.org
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Members from MNWT have been "Extending a Hand of Friendship" to the Richfield and 
Stillwater areas. 
Cat Shuman, Tevyan Sorenson, Jen Auger and her son Cameron passed out treats at the Richfield 
Trunk or Treat on Saturday, October 15. They also passed out so much MNWT information that 
they ran out of fliers. Way to go! Thank you to all who donated candy. Any members from the 
Southeast Metro area that would have an idea of a venue we could invite women to visit with us, 
please send information to the extensions director. We would love to have your input. 
 
On Sunday, October 16, Shellie Matthes, her husband Steve, Connie Fink, her husband Tim, 
Shirley Viesselman, her husband Kane, Sara Rocksted, Diana Matranga, Kolann Wilhelm and 
Ryan and President Jenise all went to the Pine Tree Apple Orchard to help with their Pumpkin 
Patch. We also set up an information table about MNWT and Crescent Cove. People were 
interested in Crescent Cove and donated money to the organization. By working the Pumpkin 
Patch we also raised $500 for Crescent Cove. This joint venture between Membership and 
Priority Area went really well. Thank you to Shellie for the idea and getting us organized.  
 
Our next adventure into extensions is at Thor's in Stillwater. It is the Aamondt Apple Orchard. 
We will taste their wonderful ciders and listen to some music as we socialize with anyone that 
shows up. We gave the information to those that visited the Trunk or Treat and the Pine Tree 
Apple Orchard. Please come have fun with us and hang out. Bring friends. Share the information 
on your Facebook Pages. Give us ideas where we can hang out next. 
extensions@mnwt.org 
     
 

Glorie Balfanz, Extensions Director 
 

 

Thank you to Jenise, Lisa, Jeny, Tevyan, and Linda for participating in the MNWT 

Bylaw and Policy review. Thank you to Glorie for sending in suggestions and some 

housekeeping items. Also to JoAnn for going through some items prior to the 

review, as well. I love our team this year. If you haven’t sent in your district or 

chapter bylaws and policies into me yet, I’m waiting to hear from you. 

JoJo Larson, Parliamentarian 
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The MNWT Chairman of the Board (COB) has the exciting job of supporting 
the incoming MNWT board and Committee Chairs. Now is the time to 
throw your hand up and volunteer for 2023-2024 MNWT position. Where 
will your passion take you? Contact me asap at cob@mnwt.org. 

• Nervous, looking for a starter position to test the waters. 
o NEWSLET Editor, PR Assistant, State Store Manager 

• Passionate about your programming, chapter and /or district unity. 
o Contact the AVP about what being a District Director (DD) involves. 
o Contact the PVP about what being a State Program Manager (SPM) 

involves? 
• Looking to explore Leadership with minimal commitment. 

o Membership Management and Future Directions Chair. 
• Looking for a leadership position, an opportunity to share your skills with 

others 
o State Secretary, Parliamentarian, Marketing VP, Financial VP, 

Extensions Director 
 

Anna Nichols, COB 
 
 

 

 

 

 

  

I am finalizing this Chapter Mailing on Halloween and enjoying some un-fall like 

weather today! It’s going to be a perfect night for trick or treating and I have my 

candy ready to hand out. Looking forward to seeing all the kids in their costumes.  

I’m also enjoying watching the farmer working his field across the road from me. 

I’m sure the farmers are enjoying being able to get their harvest done in decent 

weather, but I know the deer hunters are hoping for colder weather before next 

weekend. Just can’t please everyone! 

November is a busy month for us all. Minnesota Women of Today has Foundation 

meeting on the 4th, Mid-Year Exec for your exec council members is on the 12th and 

committee meetings are on the 19th. And then it’s Thanksgiving! This month will go 

by way too fast but remember to take some time to be thankful for all we have. 

Happy Thanksgiving!!!! 

JoAnn Miller, Secretary 

Keep your eyes open as you’re reading to find 3 turkeys hiding as they  
want to escape being eaten this Thanksgiving! 

 

mailto:cob@mnwt.org
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Happy Fall Y’all:  

Following are those chapters that were placed on my 2nd Trimester Watch List. For those of 

you new to the watch list, this list consists of chapters that will end the trimester under 15 if 

all the members up for renewal do not renew AND chapters that are having internal issues 

and need extra care to be healthy and sustainable. So please take a look at your rosters and 

ask each member that is due this tri if they will be renewing.  Then I want you to contact me 

by email, text message, or snail mail so that I can take you off my WATCH list.   Please see 

list below.   

Benson-4 due, Byron-3 due, Champlin-4 due, Eastern Carver County-4 due,  

Elk River-2 due, Jackson- 5 due, Lake of The Woods- 7 due, Madelia- 6 due, 

New Ulm- 3 due, Red Lake Falls- 6 due, Roseau-9 due, Sauk Rapids- 9 due, 

Slayton- 2 due, St. James- 4 due, St. Joseph- 9 due, White Bear Lake- 9 due, 

Big Lake-3 due, Coon Rapids-3 due, Fridley-6 due, Brooklyn Park-3 due 

Fairmont-8 due, Hanska-3 due, Windom-1due, Blooming Prairie-7 due. 

 

I know some of you are already off the watch list. Congratulations!!! 

 

What can the Membership Team do to help you in your chapter at this 

 time or any time?  

 

Please get your renewals in by the November 15, 2022, early bird  

deadline.  
 
Linda Nindorf, CMVP 
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Here we are in the second trimester. Fall around the corner….and 

chapters busy as can be.  

The Future Directions committee has been busy as well. Committee task 

Forces have been meeting and recommendations will be presented at our 

next meeting in November.  

 

Our strategic Plan has been updated and is available online under the Future Directions 

Committee. 

 

Our Subcommittees, Manual Review, Winter Awards, Go Green, Strategic Plan, and Online 

Training, as well as our committee Task Forces, Restructure, Forms review, and Convention 

Review are always looking for members to be involved. This is a great and different way to have 

a voice in Women of Today. If you have an interest or passion in any of these areas, we would 

love to have you join us. Feel free to reach out to me for more information. 

 

Our next Future Directions Committee meeting will be on November 19th, 2022, at Holy 

Nativity in New Hope at 1:00. Would love to have you join us!  

 

Wendy Homyak, FDC 
 

       

Can you believe it is fall already? Where did the summer go? I hope you all have had 
a fantastic first trimester. I know I have. Membership Management has been busy as 
well. 
 
Jeny Ohr heads up our leadership sub-committee. She has been busy sending 
leadership tools to our chapters. She has a committee that is focusing on succession 
planning and creating tools to help. I know she would love to have you join her with 
your ideas.  
 
Tevyan Sorenson heads our task force on membership training and membership 
recognition. She has been busy working with Shellie M (MVP) and Linda N (CMVP) 
to develop a 12-week plan for 15 and under chapters to help them regain a healthy 
status. She has a committee working on a new member 1st year timeline and 
organizing suggestions that she received regarding membership recognition. I know 
she would appreciate your talents in helping her in these areas. 
 
Our next Membership Management Meeting will be November 19, 2022, at Holy 
Nativity Church in New Hope at 10am. Please join us.    This is a great way to have a 
voice in the future of Women of Today. 

 
Tawn Hansen, MMC      
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FOUNDATION NOVEMBER CM 

Chapter Grants Available – Dec 1st Deadline 

Do you have a community project that your chapter would like to fund, but 
lack money?  Consider applying for a Chapter Grant.  Grant applications can be found 
on the Foundation page of the website and are due postmarked December 1 to the 
Chapter Service Center.  For more information please contact Chapter Grants Chair, 
Laura Gaylord or contact me at foundation@mnwt.org 

Give to the Max Day November 17th, 2022 

We encourage you to consider donating to the MNWT Foundation on Give to the Max 
Day.  Participate in Give MN (Give to the Max Day) on Thursday November 18th by letting 
family and friends know more about our organization and give them the opportunity to 
donate.  https://givemn.org 

Winter State Silent Art Auction Donations Needed 
   
Donations of art pieces are now being sought for the Fall State Silent Art Auction 
benefiting the Minnesota Women of Today Foundation Cheryl L. Anderson Scholarship. 
 
We need your help in securing pieces of art. You may donate something that you have or 
obtain a piece of work from a local artist, art gallery, gift shop or framing store. Many 
artists are willing to donate a piece of their work to such a worthy cause if asked. Donations 
are tax deductible and a receipt will be furnished upon request. 
   
Suggested items: Paintings, framed prints, pottery, sculptures, photography and original 
art work of all types. 
   
For more information or to offer a donation, please contact Laura Gaylord or Nicky 
Anderson at foundation@mnwt.org. 
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